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Bearcats get their spook on during a week of Halloween events

NOAH FLEISCHMAN | THE TICKER

The week of Oct. 28 gave Baruch College students a series of Halloween-themed events to enjoy, which included Fright Night, Halo-Haloween, Halloween Bash and a Halloween-themed game show.
BY TICKER STAFF WRITERS
Baruch College Bearcats were able to enjoy a week of fun and relaxation after midterms with numerous Halloween-themed festivities, presented by clubs such as Baruch's Gender Love And
Sexuality Spectrum, Filipinos Uniting Students In Other Nations, the E-Sports Association and the Baruch Undergraduate Student Government.
Events included game nights, art contests, bake sales, performances from Baruch students and lots of food. The last week of October also concluded both Filipino American History Month
and LGBTQ+ History Month, with G.L.A.S.S. holding its annual "Fright Night" event and F.U.S.I.O.N. holding "Halo-Haloween" as part of the week's celebrations.

HALLOWEEN SPREAD CONTINUED ON PAGES 4-5

Academic advisement process
gets a much-needed overhaul
BY SHEIK FLORADEWAN

NEWS EDITOR

With over 16,000 students enrolled at Baruch College, students know
the horror stories when it comes to registering for classes — especially
the core classes that can be extremely competitive to get into.
Along with the stress of registration comes the stress of long waits at
the academic advisement office, located on the fifth floor of the Newman
Vertical Campus. However, earlier last month, advisement changed its
walk-in policy to appointment-based visits only. It is now mandatory for
students to have an appointment to be seen by an adviser.

Board of Trustees discusses CUNY issues at hearing
BY AYSE KELCE

BUSINESS EDITOR

The Manhattan borough hearing of the CUNY Board of Trustees was held on Oct. 21, at the Silberman School
of Social Work at Hunter College. The CUNY Board of Trustees meetings are open to the public; however, the
public hearings are the easiest way to communicate with the board. It is only possible to present ideas at these
public hearings if the people willing to speak sign up to do so in advance.
The Manhattan borough hearing hosted students and professors from various CUNY schools, presenting
both complaints about and appreciation for the university system, and focusing mainly on funding and special
programs. CUNY Chancellor Félix Matos Rodríguez attended the meeting, along with the presidents of the university system’s various colleges.
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Labor data reveals that creative
jobs bring in more wages yearly
BY ANACAONA RODRIGUEZ

STAFF WRITER

The arts industry isn’t something that is mentioned a lot at Baruch
College’s business-affluent campus. With a stereotype of unsteady wages and sparse employment opportunities, the jobs available might not
be as clear to those who hope to make it in the industry. However, data
from the U.S. Department of Labor refutes this narrative.
The Labor Department's database, the Occupational Information
Network, says that creatives and artists make on average $55,000 yearly,
according to Business Insider. Data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics
show that this is an $8,200 annual increase from the median salary U.S.
workers made in 2018.

Genesis Calle elected to recently vacated USG seat
BY NOAH FLEISCHMAN

COPY CHIEF

Baruch College’s Undergraduate Student Government held elections on Oct. 29 to fill a vacant seat left by
Rep. Sen. Eileen Barros.
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OPINIONS

Students must do more to foster a sense of community

C

UNY colleges are known nationally for offering New York City students with a quality education at an
affordable price, but something its well known for is the inability to foster a sense of community among
students.
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Board of Trustees hearing addresses CUNY-wide budget issues
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Funding issues for the colleges
were discussed during the hearing,
along with speeches of appreciation for certain programs offered to
CUNY students. The adjunct faculty pay issue was brought up many
times as well.
Guttman Community College’s
space constraints in its leased
building near Bryant Park and the
complaints about the antiquated
classrooms in the Hunter-Bellevue
School of Nursing were also mentioned.
“I won't go through all of the
allocations, but we have put in almost $7 million to CUNY in the last
five years when I've been borough
president,” Manhattan Borough
President Gail Brewer said. “And of
course we would always like to do
more.”
Brewer also acknowledged food
insecurity, which has been an ongoing worry for many CUNY students that come from low-income
families.
“I also know the food is an issue,” she said. “We talked about
how we can get the cost of food
for students down because I know
that that is a tremendous burden…
across the city.”
However, many people at the
hearing did not share the belief
that the funds allocated to CUNY
were sufficient enough to take care
of the concerns raised at the hearing. Pamela Stemberg, an adjunct
professor at the City College of New
York and Hostos Community College, was one of the speakers who
believed in the possibility of a free
education at CUNY.
“You have a $9 billion institution. You need to fund it,” Stemberg
said. “You need to, because you
are responsible to these students.
Every single student that's in your

school should have a free education, but should also have the right
to an absolute great education.”
Stemberg also talked about the
responsibility of the CUNY Board
of Trustees to lobby in Albany and
provide the funding needed for all
CUNY students. Her speech was
followed by applause and cheers
from the audience.
Marc Hagan, an adjunct professor in the history department
at Lehman College, directly addressed Rodríguez in his speech,
stating that he has two issues for
the chancellor.
“One, of course, is about the 7k,”
Hagan said, referring to the struggles that adjuncts have faced in
trying to raise their wages to $7,000
per course taught.
“I hope that we have made substantial progress toward that. But I
want to assure you that I think the
delegates in the PSC will continue
to press for higher wages, for more
job security, for conversion from
adjunct status to full-time status,
and I hope that we can continue
that over the next few years.”
Later in his speech, Hagan
pointed out the necessity to fix the
admissions process for Hunter College High School, which requires
students to take an entrance exam
during their sixth-grade year in order to apply for the school.
“There's been all this discussion
about the specialized high schools
in New York City but you collectively have it within your power
to fix the admissions process at
the high school to make it a paradigm of what should be happening
throughout the regular Department of Education system,” Hagan
stated, and urged the board to take
this issue seriously.
Class cancellations in all CUNY
schools, leading to a lack of classes
offered to students each semes-

ter, was another crucial issue discussed by various professors from
the schools.
“Hundreds of core classes have
been cancelled for the spring semester all across campuses, setting
back graduation timelines for thousands of students,” Jane Guskin,
adjunct lecturer at Queens College
said. “Classes that remain are overenrolled, so students will get less
attention from faculty.”
Guskin brought up several other
common problems that frustrate
both students and faculty across
the university system. “Student services have been slashed. Counseling centers have waitlists that are
months long. And writing centers
have reduced their hours,” she said.

"[Students] have to wait
sometimes a year to take
required classes. So, we're all
about the students. I think all
of us are."
– Vincent DiGirolamo
“Tuition keeps going up, putting
a CUNY education increasingly out
of reach of New York City's poor
and working-class people. There is
plenty of money in New York to fully fund CUNY and make it free and
pay faculty and staff fair salaries.”
Vincent DiGirolamo, a history
professor at Baruch College, agreed
with Guskin about the lack of classes issue. “The increased class size,
classes cancelled as well because
the minimum is required is in-

creased as well,” DiGirolamo pointed out. “[Students] have to wait
sometimes a year to take required
classes. So, we're all about the students. I think all of us are. And we
need to close this gap to combat the
hiring freeze, also known as a vacancy control measure at Baruch.”
DiGirolamo also drew attention
to the problems caused by the lack
of funding at Baruch College specifically.
“I also go to the gym, and six out
of the seven treadmills were broken,” he claimed, referring to the
fitness center in Baruch’s Athletic
Recreation Center. “Three out of
the six showers were taped off. So
it's really evident. And I just lost a
day of teaching because of a flood
which impaired the elevators,” he
added, noting that classes were
cancelled in Baruch’s Newman
Vertical Campus on Sept. 17 due to
a flood that turned off all express
elevators in that building.
DiGirolamo was the only person from Baruch who spoke at the
borough hearing.Other speakers
at the hearing also stated that the
class cancellations were not only
affecting students, but also the living standards of faculty members.
“Some of us have had classes
cancelled at the last minute,” Ruth
Wangerin, and adjunct assistant
professor at Lehman College, commented. “And for half of the faculty,
I know this sounds weird to you,
but the cancellation of a class takes
a big cut into standard of living.”
Despite all of the criticism and
issues brought up, there were also
some speeches that appreciated
and encouraged special programs
for CUNY students.
Cynthia Carvajal, the inaugural
manager for the Immigrant Student
Success Center at John Jay College,
brought up the importance and
value of the center.

“So this is the first of its kind in
the CUNY system,” Carvajal noted.
“Brooklyn College just opened
theirs. We provide legal, academic
and financial resources for undocumented, DACA, TPS and refugee
students at John Jay College.”
Carvajal also talked about the
reach of the center.
“In the year that we have
opened we have supported over
600 students primarily in John Jay
but also from across the CUNYs,
SUNYs, private schools and high
schools in New York City,” she said,
and encouraged similar centers to
form within other CUNY schools.
John Jay students and faculty
also acknowledged the Prison-toCollege Pipeline, an educational
program founded by John Jay English professor Baz Dreisinger.
“P2CP is administered by the
Prisoner Reentry Institute in partnership with Hostos Community
College and provides prisoners
with access to public universitylevel education, mentorship, and
community support to increase
their chances of timely graduation
and employment upon release,” the
program’s website states.
“I was released five months ago
and the assistance that the College
Initiative, Prison-to-College Pipeline has given me since I've been
released has been invaluable,”
Chaz Zachery, who is currently
studying English at John Jay, said
about how the program helped him
with his education.
“They've assisted me in enrolling into college. They've assisted
me in purchasing my books for my
classes. I'm a full-time student. I
take four classes at John Jay. My
goal is to at least be able to attain
my degree and be able to teach the
children so that they wouldn't have
to go through some of the things
that I went through in my life.”

Academic advisement process receives a much-needed overhaul
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Almost every student who has
been to the academic advisement
office has experienced the long
wait time before meeting with an
adviser, which only builds on their
anxiety of having to make big, lifechanging decisions.
The students who come to the
office are there to either change
their majors, clear up confusion
about which courses to take in order to graduate on time or have
no idea where their life is headed
in terms of their academics. These
students want and need the best
advisement possible.
“Last semester, I went to advisement because my DegreeWorks
said I was behind a few credits so I
was worried I wasn’t gonna graduate on time — and like I went to advisement to ask them what I should
do right?” senior Christopher Cordero said.
“I was there for over an hour,
and at one point I had to pee, but
I was scared to leave because what
if they had called my name right
when I left.”
The Ticker has written multiple editorials on the academic
advisement process being inefficient. In response to comments
like Cordero’s, the advisement
office decided to fix the glaring
problem. A flyer posted outside of
the office reads: “You spoke, we
listened!” and continues, “The long
wait times are over!” Prior to October 2019, the academic advisement
office offered walk-in hours during
the weekdays that consisted of a
one-on-one session with an adviser for 15 minutes. Now, the academic advisement office only takes
students by appointment, for either
15 or 30-minute sessions.
Same-day appointments are
possible when available but must

be done at least 30 minutes in advance of the scheduled time. In an
interview with The Ticker, Executive Director of the Office of Undergraduate Advisement and Orientation Sharon Ricks explained that
the appointment-based policy has
already been more successful than
the walk-in policy.
“Last year, from October 1 – 24,
2018, we advised 1,376 students.
This year, from October 1 – 24,
2019, we advised 1,626 students,”
Ricks said. However, one issue with
this current policy is some students schedule appointments and
don’t show up, which takes away
the time slot for someone else who
may need it and will be present at
the appointment.
“Unfortunately, during the
first three weeks, we had 242 noshows,” Ricks explained “Students
should cancel their appointment if
they are unable to come in for their
session. This will allow another student to use the slot.”
If the appointment slots are full
and students need to see an adviser immediately, students should
schedule appointments in advance
during slower days and not wait
right before their registration date
to make an appointment.
“The best advice is for students
to plan early and schedule their
advisement session at least three to
four weeks prior to the start of the
registration period,” Ricks said.
She also mentioned that the office offers appointments throughout the year and is open during
the winter and summer sessions,
including spring break. In a survey
conducted by The Ticker, students
were asked their thoughts on the
academic advisement office’s removal of walk-ins. All responses
were anonymous.
“This will force students to plan
in advance and make appoint-
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The Office of Undergraduate Advisement and Orientation swaps walk-in policy for appointment based only.
ments earlier in the semester,” one
student said.
Another expressed their concerns by saying, “Sometimes we
have emergencies and I think that
having walk-ins help us in those
emergency situations.”
As for which is the better option,
one student expressed their preference of having both.

“I feel that there should be appointments and walk-ins,” the student said.
“The appointment system was
sorely needed. The walk-in-only
system was unfair to students that
worked and were not able to plan
around waiting an hour to meet
with the adviser.”
The student continued, “How-

ever, it must be acknowledged
that some Baruch students are last
minute and will need their answers
immediately. They are willing to
pay the price of procrastination
and wait an hour to meet with the
adviser. Therefore, we should have
both. Certain advisers dedicated to
walk-ins and others for appointments.”
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‘Queer Questions’ trivia
Third table resignation of the year spurs
event teaches acceptance another election to fill newly vacant seat
LGBTQ+ History Month finishes off strong and teaches about pride from around
the world while recognizing queer figures in history who changed the culture.
BY FEBA GEORGE

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The LGBTQ+ History Month
committee hosted “Queer Questions Trivia,” on Oct. 29.
Students and faculty spent the
afternoon eating pizza and playing “Kahoot!” — a game-based
platform for learning — to earn
candy.
The committee co-sponsored
the event with Lexicon, Baruch
College’s yearbook and UNICEF at
Baruch College.
This year’s theme was “Pride
around the world,” which focused
on the international LGBTQ+ community’s rights and movements.
The theme was reflected in
several of the 30 questions that
were asked during the trivia. Some
questions focused on social accomplishments of members of the
community.
One asked who the first transgender contestant to compete
in Miss Universe was, as well as
which country she represented.
The answer to this question is
Angela Ponce, who represented
Spain in 2018.
Anne McDonnell, a student
and member of the LGBTQ+ History Month committee, discussed
how she chose the 30 questions for
the day’s trivia.
“I tried to create questions that
were more from the world — what
are your rights around the world,
what is the history of movements
for the LGBT community around
the world?” she said.
“We’re not just a Baruch community or a United States community — the LGBT community is

international,” she added.
Attendees recognized that this
international perspective was presented through the questions and
learned about the different ways
that the community is accepted
around the world.
“[I learned]… there are other
facets or other ways to be accepting of at least some part of the
community than just the Western way that everyone sees as
limited,” said Shreshth JainHutchison.
Beyond just touching on current international rights, issues
and movements affecting the
community, the event also mentioned historical figures who contributed to the continual progress
of LGBTQ+ rights.
“It’s also history month, it’s
not just pride month, so it’s more
so learning about the people who
risked their lives and did so much
work so that we could stand here
and like go drink and have fun and
have pride,” said Kelsi Johnson, a
member of the planning committee.
Questions related to history
asked about specific dates such as
National Coming Out Day, which
falls on Oct. 11, and the Transgender Day of Remembrance, which
is coming up on Nov. 20. The day
memorializes those who have
been victims of violence as a result
of transphobia.
“We really got to elaborate on
why was this the answer and get
more information,” McDonnell
said.
“So, it wasn’t just people in the
crowd that learned something, I
learned something from them.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Barros, who was elected on
Sept. 24, stepped down due to personal reasons. This marks the third
vacancy on the table since the start
of the semester.
Her resignation comes shortly
after her election, which had been
unanimous.
“It was a hard decision to
make,” stated Barros and wishes
“all the best to the new representative senator and the USG team.”
The election had a significantly
lower number of applicants, with
only six candidates, compared to
the 16 that applied last time there
was an election for the position.
In the end, Genesis Calle was
selected to be the newest member
of the table.
The election’s format was the
same as the previous one: applicants were given time to make their
elevator pitches, explaining what
they could bring to the table, and
afterward had to answer two questions regarding what they hope to
accomplish if elected.
The first question posed by the
table was, “what do you think USG
could do better or differently?”
Each applicant was given one
minute to prepare an answer.
All candidates agreed that
USG was already doing a great
job, but said that it could possibly
expand on what they do for students.
The next question was, “if you
were given an unlimited budget,
what event, initiative or project
would you put forward?”
Answers ranged from creating
initiatives to hosting workshops,
but answers all came down to one
common denominator: helping
students.

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

After all the applicants finished
answering the questions, the table
concluded its meeting and entered
into executive session to decide
who would fill the seat.
Rep. Sen. Basil Harding was
determined to find someone who
could help better USG and consequentially, a wider reach of Baruch students. Through a process
of elimination, the table narrowed
down candidates until they decided that Calle would be the new
representative senator.
Calle, who is also the vice chair
of student affairs, fit what the table
was looking for. She attributes her
success to presenting herself as
someone who is motivated, reliable and responsible.
“I feel that I won because I dis-

played all my talents and the table
saw that,” she said.
Following her election, she has
also received support from fellow
students.
“All this love and support I’ve
been getting really warms my
heart,” shared Calle.
“I really do appreciate getting
the chance to be able to work with
the table to continue to pursue innovative and exciting new opportunities that we are confident will
benefit all of Baruch.”
USG President Dakshatha Daggala echoed Calle’s sentiments.
“The table is looking for people
with potential to grow and deepen
their involvement in USG. We look
for people who love people,” she
said.

Himalayan club celebrates ‘Festival of Tihar’ with food and henna
BY GERALDINE TAVERAS

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Baruch College’s Himalayan
Club celebrated the fifth and last
day of Tihar, also known as Diwali
on Oct. 29.
Himalayan students from different countries, united by their
culture, participated in what was a
great turnout.
Members of the South Asian
Student Association came dressed
in vibrant tunics ready to educate,
chant with and feed everyone
who stopped by the event, regardless of religious or ethnic background.
During the setup, students hung
colorful banners and string lights
on the walls.
They placed electric candles on
every table and carefully set up a
shrine of roses in the center of the
room.
Club members Urgan Chodon
and Tashi Nyangmi informed students about the customs and traditions typically performed by Nepalese participants.
Tihar is celebrated by Nepalese
people who practice Hinduism,
but Buddhist and Christian students at the event explained that
Tihar’s Festival of Lights is appreciated and practiced in India and
other South Asian countries.
“It is a five-day long Nepali festival celebrated primarily by Nepal,
but it doesn’t matter what background you come from,” Chodon
explained.
“Whether you’re Buddhist or
Hindu, it’s celebrated across borders.”
Tihar’s focus is on prosperity
and longevity of the individual, as
well as families and life in all forms.
Chodon and Nyangmi also explained that the appreciation of animals is a common theme throughout the festival.

Since Southern Asia is largely
an agricultural region, its communities feed and pay their respects
to animals that contribute to the
harvest, such as oxen, crows and
cows.
The members then went on to
explain the importance of each
animal.
Crows kill off pests that would
otherwise corrupt and compromise the number of crops yielded.
Cows defecate and produce manure, which serves as a great fertilizer and so on.
The last day of Tihar celebrates
the bond between siblings.
Nyangmi shared that traditionally sisters, “pray for the long life

"Latin culture teaches you to
open up your heart and be
more demonstrative with your
emotions,"
– Jack Helfrich
and prosperity of their brothers,
and brothers, in exchange, promise
to protect their sisters.”
In addition, brothers will give
small monetary gifts to their sisters.
During the presentation, students enjoyed catered traditional
Nepalese foods from Woodside
Cafe in Queens, such as samay
baji, dum aloo, choyla, as well as
roasted soybeans, lentils and salads.
Students also tried sel roti,
which, according to Chodon is a
“homemade ring-shaped bread
made out of rice bread, ghee and
sugar.”
Sel roti is very popular at this

time of the year.
President of the Himalayan
Club Shruti Tulagher explained
that the celebration of Tihar promotes health, which is why “many
different foods are served. Because
you want a variety so that your diet
is balanced.”
In the middle of the presentation on traditional chants, there
was an audio malfunction.
But this didn’t dim the celebrating students’ spirits.
They picked up the chants and
encouraged newcomers to clap
along.
Afterwards, guests were invited
to have henna tattoos drawn on
their hands and arms by club members.
Freshman guest Laiba Hussaim
explained that henna is done by
members of all South Asian cultures.
“I’m Muslim, but as you can see
I’m brown, so me and my family do
henna anytime we celebrate anything, like weddings, birthdays and
holidays,” Nyangmi agreed.
“And even if you aren’t a part
of the culture you can still get your
henna done,” they added.
“We don’t know a lot of the rituals, but we still try,” Hussaim said.
“We ask our Hindu friends and celebrate nonetheless.”
“It’s a great experience to learn
about different cultures because
oftentimes, there are stereotypes,
so coming in here I feel like I’m
actually learning and a part of the
culture not just judging,” another
attendant, Bellody Chan, said.
Tihar has a different meaning for each student, but everyone
agrees that Baruch’s celebration
bolstered a culture of religious tolerance and inclusivity.
“It’s about coming together.
It’s like Halloween, Christmas and
Thanksgiving all packed into one,”
Tulagher said.
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Latinx culture was on display as Latinx Heritage Month ends with a bang.
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G.L.A.S.S's ‘Fright Night’ closes out spooky season
BY SHAHRAM RAHMAN

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

LGBTQ+ History Month at Baruch College came to a close when
the Office of Student life, the Gender, Love, and Sexuality Spectrum
club and the Baruch Undergraduate Student Government came together on Oct. 31 to host the annual
Fright Night in the multipurpose
room of the Newman Vertical Campus.
Fright Night is something that’s
been part of the undergraduate student group for many years, so every
year they put on this Fright NightHalloween event,” Talia Gurstel, the
assistant director of student activities from the Office of Student Life,
said.
“This year, we’re partnering with
USG, we are able to make it a bigger experience in getting more students involved. It’s kind of a historic event now at Baruch, so for years,
they’ve been doing it.”
Students were able to enjoy the
event with food and music.There
was a diversity of students simply
making conversation with one another at the round tables, making
the event more social as a result.
USG provided students with a variety of food, mainly different variations of chicken. There was also a
candy table set up, where students
could take different bags of candy.
WBMB Radio provided music to
lighten up the room, including different genres such as hip-hop, rap,
R&B soul, pop and others. Max Perez, a sophomore majoring in entrepreneurship management, said he
felt pleased with what G.L.A.S.S.
had to offer.
“I think this event perfectly satisfies my expectations,” Perez said.
Organizing the event took a
lot more work than expected, according to Gurstel and Cassandra
Castelant, president of G.L.A.S.S.
“It was a lot,” Castelant said.

“There was individual table decorations, it was setting up the food
table, it was packaging all the water
bottles, we had at least 15 different decorations [hung] up, [made]
sure the lights were plugged in, and
making sure WBMB had a station
for themselves.”
“Specifically, for this event,
every week we would talk about
what we would want to have at this
event,” Gurstel added.
“Leading up to it, Cassandra
took on a leading role and she oversaw all the parts of the event. We ordered the candy, all the giveaways,
and all the food. In the last few
weeks, after USG paired with us,
they helped us put on this event.”
Students were encouraged to
“costume up” and wear costumes
of their choosing to freely express
themselves. Students came dressed
up at hospital nurses, police officers and cheerleaders, among
other things.
Freshmen Christopher BivonaMaldonado, who was dressed as a
cheerleader, had a lot to say about
how Fright Night left an impact on
him.
“I had such a perfect costume, I
just didn’t want to waste it,” BivonaMaldonado said.
“I don’t want to go home and
just do nothing. I’m broke, so I really can’t pay $20 to go to a party.
I do not have that kind of money, I
drained down my wallet. So, I figured, just come to the Baruch party
and have some fun, why not?”
Attendees were given the
chance to take free water bottles
and free glow sticks as giveaways,
which helped popularize the event.
Although it was the collaboration between different organizations that helped give birth to
Fright Night, it was the effort of
USG that helped enrich the event
and allowed the night to fly by with
ease.
“My committee is the one that
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G.L.A.S.S. partners with USG to host annual Fright Night with food and fun.
is in charge with promoting student’s health and wellness. We believe that helping with events like
this, where students get together
and communicate and socialize, it
plays a big part in us trying to promote student life,” said Tony Chen,
vice president of student affairs in
USG. Castelant explained how the
celebration of LGBTQ+ History
Month all month long fit seamlessly with the theme of Halloween for
the night.
“The whole idea of Halloween is
to put on a mask, to disguise your

facial identity but reveal who you
really are inside,” she said.
“That’s kind of how coming out
in the essence of an LGBTQ person
in America feels like. It always feels
like a slight-of-hand trick, of you
putting on different personas in the
workplace, your family members,
your friends.”
Castelant added, “You sometimes feel like you have to hide
some different part of yourself, and
Halloween, everyone’s hiding. You
feel more free to be expressed and
be the kind of person you are.”

Frights and Filipino food mix at ‘Halo-Haloween'
BY JAHLIL RUSH

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Baruch College’s Filipinos Uniting Students In Other Nations club
hosted “Halo-Haloween” on Oct.
31 in the main building.
“Halo-Haloween” was one part
of a series of events for F.U.S.I.O.N.’s
“Bigs & Littles” program.
The main goal of “Halo-Haloween” was to create a bonding experience for the attendees and the
new members of the club.
In addition to bonding and
getting to know one another,
F.U.S.I.O.N. had another goal in
mind: spread love and knowledge
about Filipino culture, particularly
the culture’s cuisine.
“I always see them on Instagram,” Maria Condemaita, an attendee of the event, said. “They’re
always doing a lot of events offcampus and it sounded interesting.”
“Halo-Haloween” was not the
first F.U.S.I.O.N. event that Condemaita attended.
“I have been to a few events already,” she said, when asked if she
will attend more of the club’s events
in the future. “So yeah, I am looking
forward to more events they may
hold.”
Condemaita went on to say
that she also looked forward to the
Halloween event because she had
spent nearly the entire day studying.
“I needed to distract myself from
my classes,” she said. Many other
students also attended the event as
a way to relax after midterms.
Another student, Lecho Cano,
participated in the event for a different reason.
“I [am] part of F.U.S.I.O.N.,”
Cano said. “I am not Filipino, I
am actually Spanish. But they actually reach[ed] out to me to join
F.U.S.I.O.N. I actually cook Filipino

JAHLIL RUSH | THE TICKER

Bigs and littles enjoy a night of bonding during Halo-Haloween and learn about Filippino culture and cuisine.
food. I am a chef. Cooking Filipino
food is exciting to me.”
In addition to those who attended sharing their personal reason for
getting involved, the F.U.S.I.O.N.
president, Erika Dioquino, explained the reason behind “HaloHaloween.”
“‘Kamayan Night,’ ‘Halo-Haloween’ and other [General Interest]
meetings are part of the event that
we are putting together for FilipinoAmerican History Month,” Dioquino said. “‘Halo-Haloween’ serves

as the closing event. A lot of people
are not aware of what halo-halo is
or what Filipino culture is.”
Dioquino continued: “Having
events like this really ties people
together and really makes them
aware. I think the first step in educating people on what the culture
is making sure that we exist. I am
hoping to tie people to the Filipino
culture.”
Dioquino also talked about having pride for the Filipino and other
cultures.

“Perhaps it will spark their interest in thinking about their own culture even if they are not Filipino,”
she said.
“F.U.S.I.O.N. is one of the unique
clubs that ties in other people from
different cultures and they really
make people think, ‘Wow, I eat this
in my culture,’ or ‘I wear this in my
culture.’ So, I am looking to make
people look back and appreciate
their cultures as well as our own
and also bond along the way.”
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Students guess what's in the box at E-Sports event
BY YASMINE MOHAMED

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Baruch E-Sports Association hosted a Halloween themed
game show on Oct. 31. The room
was filled with students dressed in
colorful costumes with pizza in one
hand and a bingo card in the other.
Nearly every seat in the room was
taken, as students watched curiously as their group members were
attempting to guess a mystery box
item, which they were told could
either be dead or alive.
“So be careful not to squeeze too
hard!” the committee board members warned.
“Our goal was to obviously involve everyone, regardless of what
games they play. So today we
played mystery box, where students get to feel a secret mystery
item,” Cindy Chen, president of the
Baruch E-Sports club said.
To end the Halloween festivities, the club played a fun game of
bingo.
“We decided to play a game
of bingo which we thought was a
blast, everyone was hyped up, as
you can see, and I would definitely like to host something like this
again.”
Chen was responsible for
grouping the students into teams,
towards the end, the team with
the most points would win a prize,
which ranged from a hoodie to a
playful little novelty item.
Alexandra Acevedo, a freshman
who is part of the club dressed as
Belle Delphine, an English cosplayer.
“I wanted to come and make
friends because I am a first-year
student, and especially because
I dressed up, and I wanted to go
to a club where everyone else was
dressed up too! I also want to get
more into gaming because I am
interested, that's why I’m here, ”

JOEL BAUTISTA | THE TICKER

E-Sports Association hosts Halloween themed game show and challenges students to guess what the mystery item is.
Acevado said.
This is Acevado’s first event
and she says its exactly what she
expected. “There's groups, there's
games, it’s pretty fun and I’m making friends.”
Maksym Razonov a sophomore,
who is also part of the club dressed
up as a scarecrow.

“This event is a lot better than
any of the events I’ve seen from this
club. On the other days, the budget
is smaller, but it’s nice, sometimes
we chill and just play easy to print
out games, or sometimes we play
Smash Bros,” Razonov said.
He continued, “Honestly events
like this are as good as it gets. I

would like to see more of this.”
As the association plans future
meetings, they have one goal in
mind: to unite all students in Baruch who are interested in gaming.
It gives students a chance to compete while also maintaining sportsmanship, as well as meet people of
common interests.

UNICEF raises money for kids at Halloween Bash
BY NOAH FLEISCHMAN

COPY CHIEF

Baruch College’s UNICEF hosted its annual Halloween Bash on
Oct. 30 to bring both awareness
and fun to campus.
The event occurred in the Multipurpose Room in the Newman
Vertical Campus during club hours,
with some attendees celebrating in
costume.
It closed out a week filled with
events dedicated to the spookiest
time of the year.
The Halloween themed event,
which took place on the holiday
offered drinks food and games to
its attendees while also educating
them on what UNICEF does.
There was music and dancing
as well throught the event and offered a much needed break from
midterms.
There was marshmallow pong, a
raffle and a competition to see who
could raise the most money by the
end of the event.
Using the iconic orange UNICEF boxes, participants were able
to raise over $200, with $90 being
the most raised by a single person.
All proceeds go to UNICEF and
will be used to advance the disadvantaged.
Baruch’s UNICEF’s mission is to
“educate, advocate and fundraise,”
according to the club’s president,
Maria Mertaka.
To her the event was overly successful, “we did have a lot more
people than expected. Being that
we are a small club in comparison
to other clubs our budget isn’t as
big.”

“I’m happy to see that people
are coming in,” she went on to say.
To her at the end of the day the
more people they can educate the
better.
UNICEF, which stands for The
United Children’s fund, is a part
of the United Nations and aims to
provide aid for children and mothers in need of assistance around the
world.
The organization, which is in
over 190 countries, believes, “All
children have a right to survive,
thrive and fulfill their potential – to
the benefit of a better world.”
In order to achieve this goal
it has to continually advocate
and fundraise, affording children
worldwide opportunities they
would have never had.
This includes education, health
and improving their lives beyond
where they currently are.
The club, in order to attract college students, has to create events
that students can both enjoy and
learn from.
Other events include a Harvest
Fest Event and a karaoke night,
as well as volunteering events at
the Queens Botanical Garden and
helping at a nursing home.
The event brought awareness to
Baruch and informed them how far
a dollar can go.
On two projector screens the
club had two info graphics describing what their donation could do.
“$1 can buy pencils for a class of 30
students,” read the info graphic.
Overall, the event brought
awareness to Baruch in a way that
was both fun and educational.
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Students enjoy food, play marshmallow pong and enjoy friendly competition.

Graphics by Joel Bautista
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CUNY students should be able
to access Adobe Cloud at home

C

UNY colleges are predominantly commuter schools where students come from home, go to class, then go to work. In such
a culture, not having Adobe Creative Cloud as a tool to use at
home for the graphics design and graphic communication majors, the
advertising and digital marketing majors, and those who just want to
sharpen their photoshop skills, is a setback in their careers and creative side. When technology is integrated into the school curriculum,
it revolutionizes the learning process for students. CUNY has recently
expanded its own digital skills curriculum and created a pipeline for
students to be critical thinkers.
The greater aim of this initiative is to encourage traditionally underrepresented groups to take up tech-focused areas of study, according
to the CUNY Newswire. While programs like these are commendable,
CUNY only offers a limited array of software available to students such
as Microsoft Office 365 ProPlus that is installable at no extra cost and
can be installed on their personal devices, including desktops and laptops, tablets and smartphones. All CUNY students also have access to
their college’s libraries and computer labs that are installed with software including the Microsoft Suite and other programs such as Adobe
Creative Cloud, Cambridge Soft, MathWorks, McAfee and RefWorks to
name a few. Most of these programs are accessible on campus, but the
Adobe Creative Cloud for one is not available to students for home usage. CUNY Chancellor Félix V. Matos Rodríguez has expressed his opinion on the need for technology in our curriculum.
“Whether students are entering the workforce in the health care,
financial or nonprofit sector or a wide range of others, they will need
digital skills; CUNY is working to make sure they get them,” as reported
on CUNY's official site. If CUNY recognizes this need, created a pipeline
program for their students and partnered with various software companies to provide us the resources needed to excel in a technology driven
economy, not giving students full access to a much-needed tool — the
Adobe Creative Cloud — is counterintuitive. CUNY can negotiate a deal
with Adobe and partner with them to give students access to the programs at home that would allow the students to hone their skills and
have a competitive advantage when applying for jobs.

Early voting — A school detriment?

F

rom Oct. 26 to Nov. 3, early voting for the 2019 elections took place
in New York. The early voting initiative was approved earlier this
year by the state legislature to give New Yorkers additional days to
vote, not just on Nov. 5, which is Election Day.
The law will most likely increase civic engagement in the state, but
lawmakers seemingly forgot to take one thing into account — most
polling sites are public institutions, including schools. Students in these
schools have Election Day off, but they did not have the week of early
voting off. One problem with this law is that it may result in overcrowding. Schools are not equipped to accommodate both their student population and local voters. Having both groups there at the same time can
be a major safety hazard.
Additionally, because voting usually takes place in large spaces such
as school cafeterias, gymnasiums and auditoriums, a child’s day could
be disrupted and they might have to miss out on their regular lunch or
physical education period. This is not fair to students or to their teachers, who have to come up with alternate solutions to these locations.
Civic engagement and making one’s voice heard is important. However, once children have to be displaced from their regular classes or
cafeterias, or once there is a safety hazard, early voting harms more
than it helps. Either early voting should not happen in public schools,
or schools should be warned months in advance when early voting will
happen.

JOEL C. BAUTISTA | THE TICKER

Trump's insensitive comment stirs
debate about the power of words

O

n Oct. 22, President Donald
Trump concisely tweeted
his true feelings toward the
impeachment inquiry in his personal diary, Twitter. Seemingly irritated at justified efforts by House
Democrats to investigate the withheld U.S. military aid to Ukraine
for possible political gain, Trump
tweeted that the inquiry was a
lynching “without due process or
fairness or any legal rights.”
Always one for controversial
exaggerations in the face of legitimate constitutional procedures, it
was a matter of time before Trump
escalated Democrat “witch hunts”
to full-blown “lynchings.” Yet,
this week’s rendition of #TrumpThoughts not only highlighted the
president’s repetitive insensitivity
and disrespect to the black community, but undermined one of
the most shameful and racist periods in both historical and contemporary America.
Following the abolishment
of slavery and adoption of Jim
Crow laws designed to maintain
racial segregation, the Tuskegee
Institute reports that about 4,743
people-mainly African American,
were lynched between 1882 and
1968. While lynching victims were
dubiously accused of murder and
rape, most were not given trials,
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Democrats like 2020 Presidential
nominee Joe Biden and Rep. Gregory Meeks both referred to former
President Bill Clinton’s impeachment as a “lynching,” The Washington Post stated.
Yet, they acknowledged the
term’s racial significance, with
Biden apologizing for its usage and
Meeks as a black man understanding its historical circumstance.
Trump unsurprisingly did not. As
a man who called white supremacists “very fine people” and still
believes the Central Park Five are
guilty after exoneration, he cannot
sympathize with others.
Overtly racist acts take more
subtle approaches to remain acceptable in society. Using words
without acknowledging their
background as politicians have
done, claiming one is not racist but
denouncing equal opportunity actions anyway, or even presenting
brown paper dolls “hanging by
their necks from strings” as an art
display in Brooklyn, as seen in The
New York Daily News, all point to
the establishment of a new type of
racism. Therefore, words and actions will always matter, and that
should not be forgotten.
-Pabvitraa Ramcharan
Political Science ‘21

Students foster their own community
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stripped of whatever little legal
rights they had, and subjected to
physical torment at the hands of
whites playing the judge, jury and
executioner.
Such accusations served as
excuses to rationalize the real
reasons whites lynched blacksto punish those who challenged
Jim Crow laws, and enforce and
maintain the racial hierarchy with
whites at the top. Trump will be
entitled to due process if the impeachment ever culminates in a
Senate trial, complete with bipartisan evidence reviewal and right
to counsel.
His rights to liberty and property will be protected but most
importantly, Trump will keep
his life whether he is impeached
or not. The same cannot be said
for 14-year old Emmett Till who
was beaten, shot and thrown
into the Tallahatchie River with
a 75-pound metal fan around his
neck for supposedly whistling at a
white woman. By comparing himself to a lynch victim, Trump’s disgusting usage of the word erases
its racial context, reducing it to a
word anyone can casually throw
around when an act is seemingly
unfavorable to them.
However, Trump is not the
only one guilty of this ignorance.

Being that CUNY colleges are
primarily commuter schools, it can
be hard to get students involved in
campus life.
This is not due to the schools’
lack of effort however, since many
students come in for class and
then just catch the train or bus
back home to do homework or
study.
This is especially true for Manhattan-based CUNY colleges,
such as Baruch College, where
students worry more about their
long commute back to their home
boroughs and counties than they
do about what a random club is doing.
It’s not that CUNY doesn’t try
— that’s the whole point of club
hours, which are offered at Baruch
and City College, and likely other
schools as well.
The dorms for many CUNY colleges hold events as well and at Baruch, attending campus events and
clubs are mandatory to pass First
Year Seminar.
Department and office-organized events are promoted through
emails and social media posts and

flyers, so low turnout can’t be a result of lack of awareness of these
events.
At one point, it’s worth asking
what more can students do themselves to foster a greater sense
of community at their schools
than what the administration can
do.
A great example of students
themselves creating some form
of togetherness among students
at Baruch was the “Overheard Baruch” Instagram account.
The account was doing well,
just as most accounts making fun
of schools do, but it blew up once
the owner of the account started a
match-making service on the account — one that sometimes actually resulted in a couple.
“Overheard Baruch” had gotten so popular that The Ticker
even wrote an article on it, and

All it needed was the
interest of the students for
success.

people were talking about the account for a few days.
It brought people together,
without the help of CUNY directly
or the club hours.
All it needed was the interest of
the students for success.
CUNY and the individual colleges can make all the events they
want, the Baruch Undergraduate
Student Governments can approve
all the club budgets and events
they want, but nothing will bring
students together unless they want
it to.
“Baruch Confessions” and
“CUNY Confessions” on social
media also work to create a virtual
sense of community, though they
haven’t seemed to garner the excitement that “Overheard Baruch”
did with its dating service, but they
too can only operate if there’s a demand for its posts.
If students want a greater sense
of community or togetherness, they
need to voice that desire more .
They need to take it into their
own hands in order to make this
happen.
-Amanda Salazar
Journalism ‘22
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Chilean protests bring
attention to MTA issue

O

n Oct. 14, Chilean high
school students protested a fare hike of 30
Chilean pesos which is roughly
a 4 cent increase in U.S. dollars.
The Chilean teenagers who
hopped the turnstiles weren’t
wrong for doing so, and most
New Yorkers would agree. Decades of neoliberal policies can
hurt lower income and middleclass communities to tremendously, and cause wealth inequality to balloon.
The economic policies of Augusto Pinochet, a military dictator in Chile who ruled from
1973 to 1990, have had long
term effects on the Chilean people. The cause for this, as many
U.S. interventions, is threatening socialist policies and U.S.
corporate interests.
Economist Milton Friedman
espoused “free market” deregulation and the spread of private
enterprise, The Nation summarized.
Though many of these policies are very stimulating to
economies, they don’t come
without a price, and sometimes
the price is too high.
While Chile is the richest
country in South America, it has
it owns flaws. “Chile remains
the most unequal country in the
largely-developed Organization
for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), with
an income gap 65% wider than
the OECD average,” Reuters reports.
It is common sense that in a
privatized economy, those with
the lowest amount of capital are
unable to do much.
There have been many of us
who have simply become ac-

customed to the rising costs of
transportation, while others
have been protesting.
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority in New York,
which comfortably raises prices, shouldn’t simply resort to
more policing and threatening
posters, or else we will soon see
a state of unrest like Chile.
Many people note out the
unfair hold the MTA has on its
commuters but the most prevalent reason as to why it would
be tough to protest the MTA is
the necessity for public transportation in New York City.
The MTA is the only way to
get to school, work and around
the Triboro.
MTA representatives should
make no mistake, decades of
neoliberalism and rampant
corruption has also hurt many
in this country. The over policing in NYC has led to strict enforcements of protests which
requires permits to protest, excessive surveillance and excessive fines. The latest fare hike in
2015 caused the price of a single
MetroCard ride to go from $2.50
to $2.75, The HuffPost states.
If a $3 MetroCard comes,
the MTA should not expect fare
evasions to decrease or people
to remain calm any longer. It
would be foolish to compare the
policing system of the United
States and Chile, but the people
of the United States have many
reasons to protest. Capitalism
isn’t unfavored in our pursuit
of the American Dream but the
MTA shouldn’t push people to
their limits.
-Ahsan Mushtaq
Political Science ‘20
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Business
Under Armour and Nike CEOs will both step down before 2020
BY YESENIA BARRIOS

CONTRBUTING WRITER

On Oct. 21, Kevin Plank, Under
Armour’s founder and chief executive announced that he would be
stepping down as CEO after leading the company for more than
20 years. Shortly after, Nike made
a similar announcement, saying
Mark Parker would be getting replaced as CEO by John Donahoe.
Plank will be replaced by Patrick
Frisk, who joined Under Armour in
2017 as the president and chief financial officer.
Though stepping down, Plank
will still remain in the company in
an executive position.
Plank founded Under Armour
while he was in college while living
in his grandmother’s basement. He
was able to lead it into becoming
a worldwide athletic brand, worth
billions of dollars.
While the company has experienced success over the past decades since its foundation, it has
been staying behind its main competitors like Nike, Adidas and Lululemon. In the last two fiscal years,
the company made an estimated
$46 million in sales compared to $5
billion in the fiscal year of 2017 to
2018.
Under Armour’s sales in 2018 reflected high numbers but the company also had $13 billion in leftover
unsold merchandise, Business Insider reported. Plank focused on
creating high performance products with advanced technology.
While it was a great selling
point, it also played a part in the

company’s current financial struggles, analysts said. Athletic lounge
wear has become popular amongst
shoppers while Under Armour has
stayed behind its competitors.
The company came under fire
last year when The Wall Street Journal published a story showing Under Armour’s employees, including
Plank, going to a strip club and paying with corporate cards.
This only added more controversy the company had been facing about allegations from several
women employees stating that
there was inappropriate behavior
against them.
Plank was also criticized for
showing support toward President
Donald Trump. His most recent
scandal came after it was reported
that Plank arranged to see Stephanie Ruhle, MSNBC anchor and
asked for her business advice while
inviting her to use his private jet,
according to The Wall Street Journal.
In an interview with CNBC,
Plank said the decision to step
down as CEO was his own and that
he thinks Frisk will do a great job.
Together, they will be supporting
each other in bringing the company more success.
Similar to Under Armour, Nike
has faced a series of scandals this
year. The biggest difference was
that Nike’s sales only went up after
each scandal and Parker remained
in the company.
Since Parker became CEO in
2006, Nike has shown tremendous
success with its stock almost doubling in the past three years and

MARYLAND GOVPICS | FLICKR
its revenue growing almost 7.5% to
$39.1 billion as the company’s annual report indicated on May 2019,
according to The New York Times.
Parker was able to lead Nike to
expand in different markets such as
China, where they have been rapidly growing in popularity over the
past years.
He was also very effective in
selling directly to consumers online and opening storefronts where
people can buy Nike products directly from them.
John Donahoe will be taking the
position as the new CEO of Nike in
January 2020. He has been a board
member of the company and a former CEO of both ServiceNow and
eBay.
Donahoe is expected to continue leading Nike to focus its sales
online and keep growing in dif-

Higher-paying creative jobs encourage
students to combine art and business

CONTRBUTING WRITER

MOHAMED HASSAN | PIXABAY
average salary of $106,897 a year,
according to ZipRecruiter.com.
This is about $52,000 higher than
the Occupational Information
Network average for creative occupations.
ZipRecruiter.com broke down
the data they collected on campaign developers around the
country. “While ZipRecruiter is
seeing annual salaries as high as
$223,500 and as low as $25,500,
the majority of Campaign Developer salaries currently range
between $52,000 (25th percentile) to $138,000 (75th percentile)
across the United States,” their
website states.
“I plan to use my major to create innovative and creative marketing campaigns,” Cass added.
However, her concerns mirror
that of many students who hope
to have a creative career. “I have
concerns for post-graduate employment opportunities because
it is a very competitive field.”
A reason for the competitive
nature in these careers could be
the impressive annual salary.
However, jobs hiring campaign
developers have high require-

ments. One job listing posted on
Indeed.com was looking for a
WordPress Developer and SEO
Specialist for Digital Marketing
Agency and required its applicants to have knowledge working
with types of WordPress themes,
builders such as Beaver Builder,
WPBakery and Elementor.
They also wanted their applicants to be able to incorporate
the necessary HTML and CSS
into WordPress themes and templates, and have a proficiency in
Photoshop and image design.
Other requirements include
website optimization for tablet and mobile, experience with
Graphic Sliders, Gravity Forms,
Yoast SEO, Woocommerce, WP
Smush and Google Analytics,
knowledge in SSL implementation, working with hosting companies and at least two years of
required experience.
Overall, it’s not certain why
these jobs are so competitive, but
the annual salary is sure worth
the application.
Editor's Note: Charlotte Cass is a
former member of The Ticker.

gon Project, a training group based
at the company’s headquarters in
Beaverton, Oregon.
Nike has also been accused of
discriminating against women after
some of the company’s sponsored
women athletes came forward and
exposed the threats the company
had made to cut sponsorship money if they became pregnant.
While Nike has been trying to
take small steps to change their
toxic culture in the workplace and
as a company, consumers continue
to buy their product and keeping it
as the leading athletic brand in the
world.
Overall, the huge executive
changes in leading sportswear
companies were unexpected, and
led to both positive and negative
comments for the companies’ futures.

Amazon's third quarter
earnings fail to impress
BY MICHAEL MOISEEV

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics show that this is an
$8,200 annual increase from the
median salary U.S. workers made
in 2018.
The Department of Labor defines artistic occupations as jobs
that "...often require self-expression and the work can be done
without following a clear set of
rules."
Some of the highest-paying
creative professions include art
directors, video game designers
and architecture professors.
Other professions mentioned
by the OIN include multimedia
artists and animators who make
on average $72,520 annually, industrial designers who make on
average $66,590 annually and
editors who make on average
$59,480 annually.
This data is comforting to Baruch students who worry about
finding jobs in their dream profession. One creative occupation
that might interest more Baruch
students is a career as a campaign developer.
Campaign developers need
an extensive knowledge in both
business and creative outlets to
fully capture audiences for advertising.
Charlotte Cass, a senior studying International Business with
concentrations in Spanish, Marketing and Philosophy, dreams of
a career in marketing and advertising. She hopes to secure a career in marketing to, “Use creativity to attract attention and make
sales.” One career path she has
considered is becoming a marketing campaign developer.
Campaign developers have an

ferent markets around the world.
Parker will remain in the company
as executive chairman.
All of the scandals surrounding Nike over the past years has
shown no reaction from consumers or investors as Nike’s revenue
has been growing at an unexpected
rate. Nike has had a history of using controversies to boost its brand
— and it has shown to be effective.
As its latest quarterly report shows,
Nike’s revenue jumped to $10.66
billion, $200 million higher than
predicted by economists.
Many speculated the decision to
replace Parker came after The New
York Times reported that Parker
was aware and supportive of a doping experiment being conducted
by Alberto Salazar to enhance an
athlete's performance. Salazar was
Nike’s lead coach in the Nike Ore-

RAYSONHO | WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

On Oct. 24, Amazon.com, Inc.
released their earnings report for
Q3 2019. The result was less than
favorable, with profits falling for
the first time in two years. Amazon also released lower guidance,
an estimate of future earnings, as
the shopping season heats up and
an increase in spending will become necessary.
As a consequence, shares fell
7% in after-hours trading, with the
stock dropping and then recovering to end the day at an overall decline of 1%.
With total revenue up to $69.98
billion, from $56.58 billion at this
point in time last year, the company is hardly in a declining phase.
It is still rapidly growing and investing in new ventures but with
this overstretching comes a cost.
Earnings per share declined from
$5.75 to $4.23, below analyst expectations of $4.59 earnings per
share but higher than the expected $68.83 billion in revenue.
With an increased focus on
one-day shipping, and with competition arising from the likes of
Walmart Inc. in terms of shipping
and Microsoft Corp. in the cloudcomputing sector, Amazon is besieged on many sides.
With its rapid expansion, Amazon has often been labelled a disruptor — doing things quicker,
cheaper and better.
As CEO Jeff Bezos said during
the earnings announcement on
Oct. 24, “Customers love the transition of Prime from two days to
one day, they’ve already ordered
billions of items with free one-day
delivery this year. It’s a big investment, and it’s the right long-term

decision for customers.”
Focusing on the longer term is
exactly what the company needs
as Amazon is setting itself up for
an increasing volume of deliveries
through its system of third-party
carriers, drones and its personal
fleet of delivery vehicles.
Amazon Web Services, one of
Amazon’s fastest growing divisions and the majority of the its
source of cash flow, is slowing
growth as well, as it has reportedly increased revenue at 35%,
down from last year’s high at 46%.
Its biggest competitor, Microsoft’s
Azure, slowed growth as well,
from 64% the previous quarter to
59%. On Oct. 25, in a surprising
blow to the e-commerce giant,
Amazon lost the bid for the Joint
Enterprise Defense Infrastructure
contract to rival Microsoft.
Often seen as the front runner
due to their prior experience with
building military grade technology, such as their deal with the CIA,
Amazon has stated that it is now
“considering all options.”
In response to the decision,
Amazon spokesman Drew Herdener said, “AWS is the clear leader
in cloud computing, and a detailed assessment purely on the
comparative offerings clearly led
to a different conclusion,” according to The New York Times.The $10
billion JEDI deal meant to modernize the 30-year-old systems the
Pentagon has been using is a big
loss for Amazon.
With slowing growth and increased competition, what made
Amazon stock so attractive in the
past may now be gone. With many
economists now predicting a recession within the next few years,
only time will tell how all of this
plays out for Amazon.
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More businesses shift to solar power
BY FARAH JAVED

STAFF WRITER

In a time where Americans
and governments alike are divided over whether climate
change is real or not, the number of businesses switching
to solar power is at an all-time
high.
Solar installations, analyzed
in the Solar Energy Industries Association report, produce enough
electricity to power 402,000 U.S.
homes and offset 2.4 million metric tons of carbon dioxide,” according to CNBC.
This began with the Obama administration encouraging corporations to sign the American Business Act on Climate Pledge.
This pledge included, “Reducing emissions by as much as 50%,
reducing water usage by as much
as 80%, achieving zero waste-tolandfill, purchasing 100% renewable energy and pursuing zero net
deforestation in supply chains.”
With carbon dioxide levels at
their highest in centuries, corporations have begun to focus on shifting to solar energy to immediately
remedy the climate crisis.
In the 2018 Solar Report conducted by the SEIA, it was revealed
that the top five companies saving
energy by switching to solar power
were Apple Inc., Amazon.com Inc.,
Target Corp., Walmart Inc. and
Switch.
Apple leads with 393.3 MW of
solar energy utilized. As huge corporations such as Macy’s Inc., Microsoft Corp., Starbucks and Kohl’s
become solar powered, it begs the
question as to what the point of the
switch is.
Businesses themselves also
benefit from the shift to solar energy. Using solar energy is significantly cheaper than paying high

BECQUEL | PIXABAY
electricity bills. Solar panels and
windmills store up energy during
the day and night, thus generating
more than enough cheap energy
for corporations to function.
Research done by Energy Sage
highlights that the average commercial property owner pays
around $538 in monthly electricity
bills before going solar.
After their installation, their
electricity bill was reduced to approximately $91 — an 83% reduction.” Initially, purchasing solar
equipment is rather expensive and
can cost hundreds of thousands of
dollars.
However, within five years businesses begin to profit immensely
from the switch.
In terms of marketing, becoming solar powered also brings in
customers. Companies want the
“green-label,” meaning they want
to be known as environmentally
friendly and socially responsible.
Consumers are enticed by
companies that fulfill a sustainable model, and appear to care for
people beyond a profit standpoint.
Though companies are largely
becoming solar powered to increase their profits, it is positively
impacting the environment as
well.
Fossil fuels currently being
used worldwide release carbon
dioxide emissions. Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas, which re-

radiates heat already found in the
air back towards the earth.
Too much of this gas traps in
heat, causing the earth to retain its
heat longer and this is detrimental
to the planet, as evidenced by the
haphazard changing of temperatures worldwide.
Some companies, however, are
not switching to solar energy because they see climate change as
manageable. Certain sectors such
as the agriculture industry could
benefit, according to Forbes.
In this case, plants would reap
the additional heat, producing
more crops. In other areas, farmers
will simply develop or adjust their
methods to cope with the changes.
Though companies in the United States are decreasing their carbon footprint, developing countries do not have the luxury of relying solely on solar panel and thus,
use more, Forbes also argues.
In this way, the switch to panels
or windmills is negated.
To truly understand global climate change, businesses have to
do a cost analysis.
Essentially, it boils down to
corporations and businesses being able to enhance their own image, while significantly reducing
expenses. Regardless of whether
a company believes in climate
change or not, they hold the true
power to reducing carbon dioxide
emissions on a global scale.

Twitter stock falls due to system bugs
BY NICOLAS DOMINIQUE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On Oct. 24, Twitter shares
dropped over 19%. Twitter blamed
advertising bugs for a big revenue
miss in the third quarter. The forecast was $874 million in revenue,
but only $824 million was earned.
This prompted questions from
investors about the company’s
ability to execute and drive business improvements over the long
term, according to MarketWatch.
As of the market close of Oct.
28, Twitter’s stock price was
roughly $30.
“We view Twitter’s issues during Q3/Q4 as largely internal, selfinflicted and fixable over the near
term,” wrote MKM Partners analyst Rohit Kulkarni.
“However, amplified impact
on revenues due to a one-time
technical bug makes us wonder
whether one can confidently have
a view on Twitter’s long-term
potential."Twitter’s
turnaround
has clearly hit a small detour, in
our opinion.”
Kulkarni had a neutral rating
and $44 target on the stock, according to a CNBC article.
Despite this setback, Twitter
user growth is on the rise and the
platform is still attracting users.
Twitter added six million users
since the previous quarter and
21 million users compared to the
same period this time a year ago.
One of the bugs in question was
regarding data collection. A new
user to Twitter was asked whether
the platform could use devicespecific settings to personalize the
user’s timeline.
The platform collected that
data, even when the user responded “no” to the prompt.
The company realized the improper use of user data and shut
off the feature entirely, limiting its

COURTESY OF NEEDPIX
ability to target and sell ads. This
is not profitable, however, yet it is
very commendable on their part.
Companies should strive to be
sustainable and earn profits while
being socially responsible to all
stakeholders they are connected
with.
The CFO Ned Segal spoke at
the earnings call about the fragility and the large variability of ad
revenue.
“Although we are working on
remediation, there isn’t remediation yet in place and so the effects
of that will continue into Q4.”
The company warned shareholders that the headwinds, which
were felt for only part of the third
quarter, will be felt for the entirety
of the fourth quarter and will “continue to weigh on the overall performance of our advertising business in the near term.”
Depending on how an investor
looks at this and their sentiment,
this can be a buying or shorting
opportunity.
Currently, Twitter is in a growth
phase. Aside from user growth,
Twitter’s quarterly expenses grew
17% during the period, to $780
million, in part due to hiring and
investment in sales, marketing and

research and development.
The company ended the quarter with 4,600 employees, 300
more than at the end of the second
quarter.
The spending does not stop
here. The company expects to keep
spending for fiscal 2019.
Twitter is predicting capital
expenditures to come in at $550
to $600 million. That’s a major increase of liabilities from $487 million just a year earlier.
With all the noise, setbacks and
disappointment, it’s still possible
for Twitter to rally back.
Many can learn from the microblogging social network, even
about Peter Drucker.
Drucker, a management consultant, strived to make business
leaders see the community as the
responsibility of the corporation.
He called on leaders to embody
“the Spirit of Performance” by having high levels of integrity in their
moral and ethical conduct, focusing on results, building on their
strengths and leading beyond borders to meet the requirements of
stakeholders.
This mentality ultimately serves
the common good for investors
and users alike.
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Muslims in Brooklyn amplifies unheard voices of the borough
BY FARAH JAVED

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
In a nation built on Puritan beliefs, non-Western cultures and religions appear to be outliers.
Stigmas and stereotypes influence the perception of them, making them something to be feared,
hated or embarrassing.
With this in mind, African
American Muslim artist, Kameelah
Janan Rasheed, created Muslims in
Brooklyn in the Brooklyn Historical Society meant to answer what
it really means to be a Muslim and
to “break down the false and dangerous stereotype of Muslims as
foreign ‘others.’”
The exhibit, An Opening, is the
English translation of Al-Fatiha, the
first surah of the Quran as well as
the first prayer recited when praying namaz or salah. Hence, it is the
opening prayer.
As revealed in the exhibit, Rasheed chose this name as she
sought for the exhibit to be an
eye-opening experience for nonMuslims to see that Muslims are
like any other human being. In the
hallway leading up to the exhibit, a
wall explains how Muslims came to
Brooklyn.
Some families had ancestors
who were Somali, Sudani or Yemeni sailors that docked in Brooklyn
and converted to Islam.
Other families came after World
War II, enticed by communities
made up of Muslims from Iraq,
Egypt and Palestine. More Muslims arrived in 1965, when Congress banned the Immigration and
Nationality Act, “which abolished

quotas that had previously prevented immigration from predominantly Muslim countries.”
As history meets the present,
the hallway leads to a room dedicated to depicting Muslims’ current
lives in Brooklyn.
Upon entering the small room,
a viewer is handed a headset and a
phone. Each wall has small pieces
of paper either written in Arabic or
English translations of the Quran.
The room gathers valuable
sources of oral histories from Muslim Brooklynites that the historical
society sought to build up after realizing this perspective was missing
from their records.
There are square black pieces
of glass with white strokes of paint
that have something written related
to what each interviewee said. The
reflective glass makes the listener
feel transposed into the story, as
though they are interchangeable
with the speaker.
When the phone is pointed at
any wall of the exhibit, one among
the myriad of Muslim interviewees
begins to share their story. It is incredibly intimate, as it makes it as if
every person is specifically talking
to you.
Each story is compelling and
specific, such as voicing how Muslims have impacted drug usage in
Bay Ridge.
Recalling a time in 1989, Siraj
Wahhaj spoke about how he and
his affiliated mosque, Masjid AtTaqwa, got permission to paint
their mosque and the rest of their
block green, and made it clear,
“You can’t do anything negative
in this area here.” As a result, they

MOHAMMED FAYAZ | BROOKLYN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
aided in closing 15 crack houses.
Rasheed not only depicted Muslims’ positive impact on society,
but the struggles they endure as
well. For instance, for parents immigrating to the United States, their
children are swept up in Christmas
festivities.
Muslims do not celebrate
Christmas, though some families
choose to put up lights or exchange
presents for younger children. One
perspective voiced by interviewee
Alyssa Haughwout was that her
parents “...got a Christmas tree because that was American,” and not
rooted in religion.
The unique interplay between
religion and culture begin to be
blurred as there isn’t a distinct

barrier for many people in the
United States. It is made clear that
although Muslims are united by a
common religion, Muslims each
retain their cultural identities.
This exhibit touches upon the
fact that not all Muslims are South
Asian. There are tales from Puerto
Rican Muslims, African American
Muslims and Afghani Muslims.
The only difference between each
Muslim is their culture, as each can
speak to their love for Islam.
The impact of this exhibit is
monumental. Living in a post 9/11
society, stories about Muslims being targeted have become so common that they are no longer front
page news.
“More than 500 potentially anti-

Muslim incidents [reported] in the
U.S. since the start of the year. And
that’s probably a low estimate,” according to the DailyBeast.
With the current administration’s use of anti-immigrant and
anti-Muslim rhetoric, going as far
to impose a Muslim travel ban,
Rasheed’s exhibit sheds light on
the fact that Muslims should not
be feared; they are a part of Brooklyn and of America, that listens to
hip-hop, that participates in Girl’s
Scouts and takes karate at the local
dojo.
Ultimately, Rasheed succeeds in
depicting that Islam means peace
and creates a serene environment
for all New Yorkers to learn more
about their Muslim neighbors.

Kanye West resurrects past influences on ninth record Jesus is King
BY MIGUEL MODESTO

STAFF WRITER

There are very few artists with
a discography like Kanye West’s.
From his debut, The College Dropout, to his latest project, Jesus is
King, West has managed to keep
himself relevant for almost two decades.
Jesus Is King is a great example
of how West expresses himself not
only as a person, but an artist. This
year, West has been hosting his
Sunday service, in which he produces beats for those in attendance
in the name of God.
From this, it was safe to assume
that his next project would have a
heavy gospel influence.
Jesus Is King has received mixed
reactions, however at its core, this
album manages to be a true West
album.
Before West announced Jesus
Is King, the rapper had a different
working title for his ninth studio album, Yandhi.
After multiple delayed release
dates, West ultimately scrapped it
in favor of Jesus is King and sometime after, a leak of Yandhi surfaced
on the web.
The two albums share similarities in beats and production, however they are both their own entities. Jesus Is King explores West’s
new revived faith. At one point in
it, West even refers to the scrapped
album in the song “Selah.”
West’s gospel influence can be
traced all the way back to his debut album. Throughout the years,
West has been experimenting with
gospel sounds, however, this album embraces all those influences.
From the first seconds of the first
track, “Every Hour,” listeners know
what they are in store for.
The album revolves around the
theme of faith and entails a cohesive track list for a very easy listen.

JOEL C. BAUTISTA | THE TICKER
Kanye West has released nine studio albums since 2004 and three collaborative albums with Jay-Z and Kid Cudi reaching the number one spot on Billboard seven times.
It’s only 27 minutes long, but each
track has something unique to offer, only intensified by West’s grand
production.
“Every Hour” has amazing vocal
harmonies that sound very large
and sets the stage for the rest of the
album. Another highlight of the
album is “Follow God,” which contains the old school West bars fans
have asked for.
The album manages to bring out
all of West’s talents from his production, his rapping but also his
singing.
On the track “God Is,” West sings
about his faith and what it means to
him as a person. This new direction
of West’s music may seem somewhat odd due to his controversial
history in the public eye.

West has made headlines recently for his controversial comments about slavery, as well as his
view on politics.
Even in his music, West has
called himself a “God” and portrayed himself as Jesus Christ on
the cover of Rolling Stone. Because
of this, some suggested West is using the church for his own personal
gain and to better his image in the
public.
However, to give West the benefit of the doubt, it’s not new for an
artist to use religion as a source of
inspiration.
In an appearance on Jimmy
Kimmel Live!, West spoke about
how artists in the past have used
Christ as the source of their artistic
expression.

In the 2010’s, his albums were
more of an insight into his mind
rather than revolving around set
themes, however in Jesus is King,
his thoughts and the theme of the
album overlap resulting in an album that has a solid basis for being
very true to oneself.
West may come off as a bit
preachy at times in Jesus is King,
however, one should not listen to
this album to try to connect to the
artistry being portrayed. Instead it
should simply be approached as a
piece of art.
Themes aside, the album offers
so much to listeners. The tracks are
very layered and West uses a lot of
more organic sounds than electronic beats.
The album makes great use of

the unique samples which West
has become known for. It seems
that West has found a new purpose
in life and is letting the whole world
know. As an artist, West is constantly evolving and changing.
Even if you don’t understand
why West decided to change to
this musical direction, it’s going
to be fascinating to see the ripple
effect it has on the hip-hop community. Even though most initial
reactions for the album have been
very mixed, a lot of West fans seem
to enjoy the new project.
West’s influence goes far and
whenever he decides to release a
new album, the entire rap community pauses just to examine what
new sounds West has been working
on.
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PrEP+ seen as a miss by LGBTQ+ community; Ocean denies it
BY SVEN LARSEN

ARTS & STYLE EDITOR
Frank Ocean has come under
criticism from members of the
LGBTQ+ community for his queer
themed parties, PrEP+.
Ocean, who rose to fame for his
RnB records Blonde and Channel
Orange, and came out in 2012, is
being called dismissive of LGBTQ+
history and pandering to commercialize queer life.
Named after the drug PrEP, preexposure prophylaxis, that is taken
to prevent the contraction of HIV
before being exposed to it, Ocean's
aim for PrEP+ was to reimagine
what queer nightlife would have
been during the peak of the AIDS
epidemic if PrEP had existed.
In what Ocean calls "an homage" to the era, the first night of
PrEP+ was held in The Basement at
Knockout Center in Queens, New
York on Oct. 17 by invite only.
This exclusionary guestlist
prompted criticism before the music even started for the ironic call
for an "inclusive" night that few
were invited to.
The assumption that queer
nightlife during the 1980s and 90s
could have been rescued by PrEP
angered many, as it was queer
nightlife that became the rescuer
for morale and fundraising efforts.
The thought exercise to reimagine LGBTQ+ history in terms of
PrEP prompts fictional pondering
that many feel differs from the reality of what happened during the
actual epidemic.
Steve Weinstein, a journalist
during the AIDS epidemic, said
that nightlife didn't stop during the
era and instead became a way to
communicate, educate and receive
help for the trauma, according to
Vice.
"Often, I was relieved to see
people at parties; I had assumed

KIM ERLANDSEN | FLICKR
Frank Ocean announced a second PrEP+ party on Oct. 24 and a Halloween night event that were open to the public and held in Queens, New York again.
they had died in the interim."
Weinstein said the nightlife
scene provided some form of community when "the rest of the decade became a seemingly endless
blur of phone calls that began, ‘Did
you hear about ...,’ hospital visits,
memorial services and trying to
sort out the remains of a life snuffed
out too quickly to leave a will."
Journalist Mikelle Street echoed
Weinstein's points saying that, "The
reality is that much of New York's
nightlife culture of the 80s and 90s
were fueled by those living with
HIV and those rallying around
them," according to Out.
Some parties, such as the Morning Party at the Pavilion, Black &

Blue in Montreal, the White Party
in Miami and nationwide parties
for the Gay Men's Health Crisis became fundraiser events themselves
for AIDS organizations as well as
the therapy and solace many people needed as Weinstein explains.
Queer nightlife staples such as
voguing and house music became
key parts for these fundraising
events and LGBTQ+ history, with
Ocean even citing the latter as inspiration for his upcoming project.
The PrEP+ parties coincide with
Ocean's reemergence into music
with the release of "DHL." Some
have speculated that the PrEP+
functions as promotion for Ocean's
own career.

Criticism continued as Ocean
released a $60 t-shirt with a PrEP+
design.
ACT UP, an HIV advocacy group
that began during the height of the
epidemic, criticized Ocean's hiked
up price, relating it to the expensive
costs that many people face when
seeking actual PrEP.
"‘We have prices of drugs that
are running over 250 times the production cost, which is the price of a
cup of coffee,” said ACT UP member Jason Rosenburg to Buzzfeed.
“It's kind of a slap to the face for
an issue we're facing in the community."
Ocean defended himself on his
Tumblr account saying that “but

the fact remains that despite price
being a very real barrier to this potentially lifesaving drug for some,
the other very real barrier is awareness.
He continued to champion
PrEP's for the "90% chance prevent
[to]you from contracting HIV."
PrEP itself has drawn several
instances of backlash for the unknown side effects and assumption that taking PrEP protects users
enough to have unprotected sex.
Forty-one PrEP users across
the United States have filed a lawsuit against Gilead Sciences for
continuing to produce the drug
without rectifying issues that cause
bone and kidney damage.

Western Stars shines with help from Bruce Springsteen's new music
BY MAYA ALEXANDER

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

American rocker songwriter
Bruce Springsteen has had a very
busy year. Entering 2019, Springsteen was fresh off an extremely successful one-year run at the Walter
Kerr Theatre. He was performing
his one-man show, Springsteen on
Broadway, which is forever immortalized in a Netflix special showcasing one night of the concert residency.
Striding along through the year,
Springsteen’s music appeared
again in the film Blinded by the
Light, directed by Gurinder Chadha. Chadha has been known for her
films Bend It Like Beckham and Angus, Thongs and Perfect Snogging.
Blinded by the Light depicts a
high school teen, Javed Khan, as
the black sheep of his family. Javed
becomes obsessed with rock music,
particularly the works of Springsteen, much to the disapproval of
his parents, who immigrated from
Pakistan.
Based on the memoir Greetings
from Bury Park by Sarfraz Manzoor,
Javed’s love for Springsteen’s music
takes him on a thrilling and eyeopening journey of self-discovery.
Whether that’s from dancing
in the streets to “Born to Run” or
charming the girl of his dreams
by serenading her with “Thunder
Road,” the works of the famous
rocker become the soundtrack to
Javed’s life.
Springsteen’s latest project is
another one for the big screen:
Western Stars, which screened in
select theaters on Oct. 18 and Oct.
23, and had a limited release nationwide on Oct. 25.
The film is an accompaniment
to Springsteen’s 19th studio album
of the same name, which released
on June 14.
The album is home to 13 songs,
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Bruce Springsteen co-directed Western Stars that premiered at the 2019 Toronto International Film Fetival and was distribute by Warner Bros. Pictures in October.
featuring Springsteen without the
assistance of the legendary E Street
Band, which has been his primary
backing band since 1972’s Greetings from Asbury Park N.J.
The album, noted by Springsteen as being a “return to my solo
recordings featuring characterdriven songs,” is one with a story to
tell. And no better is a story visualized than on the big screen.
Western Stars, directed by
Springsteen and Thom Zimny, was
filmed in Springsteen’s New Jersey
barn for an audience of close family and friends, showcasing the performer at his most vulnerable.
Accompanied by a sweeping
30-piece orchestra, he tells the
story of a man who, after years of

searching, has begun to uncover
the missing link to his character. As
Springsteen himself puts it, growing older is about, “let[tting] go of
the destructive parts" of his personality.
The film showcases this journey
through a merry-go-round storytelling structure of home movies, a
short film interlude introducing the
titular song and then a live version
of the tune.
More often than not, the song
features a muted Springsteen singing lowly but clearly, as if he truly
encompassed the lonely western
traveler whose journey of life and
love is told in each song.
Western Stars is a concert film.
Accompanied by his wife and mu-

sician, Patti Scialfa, Springsteen
glides seamlessly through each
song, creating a serene and placid
movie-going experience.
But in a very Springsteen fashion, this movie tells the story of
something greater.
From the beatnik portrayal of
the turmoil that comes with adolescence in the song “Growing Up”
to the sense of eagerness in escaping the confines of the mundanity
that often surrounds one’s life in
“Jungleland,” Springsteen has demonstrated his ability to make people
feel.
Western Stars showcases that
Springsteen’s capability to translate universal feelings of sadness,
heartbreak and desolation hasn’t

waned at age 70. Yet, despite these
feelings, there is an overarching depiction of hope.
As he says in the film, “life’s
mysteries remain and deepen, it’s
answers unresolved, so you walk
on through the dark because that’s
where the next morning is.” This
optimism truly shines during the
performances of songs like “Sleepy
Joe’s Cafe” and “Tuscon Train,” in
which the jaunty melodies and joyful lyrics seemingly transcend the
songs themselves.
This transcendency creates a
completely atmospheric performance that audiences will be able
to take and apply to their own lives.
That, of course, is the magic of
Springsteen.
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Bong Joon-ho perfectly captures class tensions in film Parasite
BY ADDIE JOSEPH

COPY EDITOR

South Korean film director Bong
Joon-ho has returned with what
fans are declaring to be his most
provocative work yet.
Credited as director, producer
and co-writer, Bong takes on the
struggles of class warfare in Parasite, delivering a cleverly scripted
social satire that leaves viewers debating its themes and messages for
hours after.
Bong has previously been celebrated for many of his works, some
including Okja, Memories of Murder and Snowpiercer, which also
feature Bong’s signature layered
social commentary, unique perspective and innovative filmmaking techniques.
Parasite follows the trials of Kim
Ki-woo and his family as they gradually con their way into working for
the wealthy Park family.
Throughout the film, Bong
makes the audience question who
it’s really rooting for to “succeed:”
the cunning working-class Kims or
the powerful upper-class Parks. Ultimately, when the classes are pitted against each other, there is no
true hero.
When we first meet the Kims,
they are all unemployed. The audience finds the destitute family on
the floor of their squalid, stink bugridden basement apartment, hastily assembling stacks of pizza boxes
for a local pizzeria in order to earn
some cash.
Outside, the Kims spot the
neighborhood fumigator and it’s
a welcomed sight; they leave their
window open as he passes by, hoping for a free extermination service.
This plan, however, quickly
backfires as dense smoke floods
the apartment, blinding and choking them. Because of their mistakes
and the inadequate boxes that re-
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Bong Joon-ho has directed and written two of the highest-grossing movies of all time in South Korea, The Host and Snowpiercer, in 2006 and 2013 respectfully.
sult, they almost don’t get paid for
their efforts.
But when Ki-woo’s friend stops
by with a job opportunity for him,
tutoring English to Da-hye of the
Park family, it appears as if the
Kim’s fortune will change.
The first time Ki-woo steps
through the automatically-operated gates of the Parks’ property, his
eyes widen in wonder and envy.
He takes in the splendor of the
house, a mansion we learn was designed by a prominent architect. It
poses as an emblem of luxury and
prestige.
All Ki-woo has to do to get the
job is conceal the unfavorable aspects of his background, such as a
lack of formal education, from Dahye’s mother.
But by the time he secures his

position, he’s already sown the
seeds for his sister, Ki-jung, to find a
spot in the household as the youngest Park’s art teacher. The two then
scheme to replace the remaining
household staff with their parents,
without ever revealing any of their
true identities.
The audience is initially meant
to presume that the Kims are metaphorical parasites, leeching off the
wealth of the host Park family, but it
becomes increasingly evident that
that Parks are just as dependent on
them. What results is a fragile symbiotic relationship.
Bong’s filmmaking style diverges from the plotting style normally
associated with American cinema,
transcending genre and formulaic structure. Parasite begins as a
comedy and viewers can’t contain

How to find perfect boots for fall: Don't
just rely on your Uggs and Timberlands

LILY RANSOM

D

ear Lily,
How do you find warm
boots for fall that aren’t big
snow boots?
-Taylor K.
Dear Mackenzie,
November is such a hard month
fashion-wise because sometimes
it’s still a little warm and sunny
and sometimes you just want to
wrap your entire body in a fuzzy
blanket and sip hot chocolate.
Everyone wants to bring out
their favorite boots or buy a new
pair but which ones? Winter
boots? Well, not yet.
The difficulty is finding shoes
that do not look like snow boots
because it’s not quite that season
yet.
However, fleece-lined boots
work really well for those who often get cold feet — no pun intended.
For example, I own a pair of
brown, lace up fleece-lined boots
that I absolutely love and they’re
ideal for fall because they still look
adorable and don’t feel clunky. I’m
talking apple orchard Instagram
photoshoot worthy.
Plus, they look good with everything because they’re a neutral
color and easy to walk in with no
ridiculously high heel.
For those who are still looking

for a stylish boot, but don’t see
warmth as a priority, go for a Chelsea boot or a chukka boot.
A Chelsea boot is plain, ankle
height and has a vertical strip of
elastic in the middle so that you
can easily slip them on and off.
A chukka boot is also ankle
height, but has a small lace-up section and the entire boot resembles
a moccasin but better. They are
flat, so if you shy away from heels,
these boots are for you.
Another good boot is a pair
of Dr. Martens. Some may laugh
these off as clown shoes because
they’re a little oversized, but they
are so comfortable and stylish that
it just doesn’t matter what people
think.
I have a black pair that I adore
and had for years now. In fact,
they’re still in style. Recently, a
friend of mine ordered a new pair
that were of a design I had not
seen before; they were made of
three different neutral suede colors, lace-up and fleece-lined. They
looked amazing.
Doc Martens has so many designs other than the standard large
lace-up boot so I would highly recommend going onto their website

and taking a look around. It might
surprise you.
Lastly, I would like to make a
plea. Please do not wear the quintessential suede UGG boots.
You know, the ones every single
girl had in middle school? Please
don’t wear them, not anymore.
They do not look good and, though
they are extremely warm and cozy,
are not in style anymore and frankly, haven’t been in years.
You want your feet to be warm
and cozy around the house? Acceptable and understandable. You
want your feet to be warm and
cozy in the city? Trust me, you
don’t need UGGs to accomplish
that.
As boots and booties get more
and more popular, there are literally endless styles to choose with a
whole range of prices.
If you find yourself in need of a
new pair, always keep in mind the
pairs and colors that you might
already have and what outfits you
could potentially wear with the
shoes.
Do not buy anything that you
love but can’t style with any of your
clothes. That would be a waste and
boots are too amazing to waste.

AISFORAMY91 | FLICKR

their amusement when they see
how absurdly easy it is for the Kims
to become a part of the Park home,
taking advantage of their kindness
and naivety.
However, when reality finally
catches up with absurdity, the
Kims must scramble to preserve
the facade they so delicately pieced
together and the mood shifts dramatically to a quick-paced thriller.
As much as Parasite’s plot was
exhilarating, it was just as visually
stunning. Hong Kyung-pyo, who
has worked with Bong before, was
responsible for Parasite’s cinematography.
He generally used a neutral
color palette, but bolstered green
tones, which are typically used to
symbolize new beginnings and
growth, but also wealth and greed.

Additionally, Hong adopted
similar beige and brown tones for
the Kim and Park homes, managing
to make the colors appear dirty and
meager in the Kim apartment, but
pristine and luxurious in the Park
mansion.
Overall, every shot seemed deliberately designed and came together to tell a story that strengthened Parasite’s themes.
In an era of increasing economic
opportunity and disparity, Bong’s
Parasite provides a much-needed
discourse on the lasting impacts of
class warfare.
But if there’s anything viewers
should keep in mind as they see
this movie, it’s that its story, while
set in South Korea, could have easily taken place anywhere else in the
world.
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Science & Technology
Doctors can use social media to predict diseases in patients
BY ISRAEL CATALAN

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Social media is a great place
to look back at old memories and
reminisce, but it can also help in
discovering possible future diseases.
A medical research group from
the University of Pennsylvania
looked at social media posts in an
attempt to predict users’ possible
future diseases.
With the consent of 999 social
media users, around 949,000 Facebook posts, each with 20 to 500
words, were analyzed. After an automated analysis, 21 medical conditions were predicted.
Some of the conditions predicted were diabetes, anxiety,
depression and alcohol abuse. In
the analysis, key words and demographics were looked at individually and then combined.
The posts analyzed by the research group traced back from
2009 to 2015. When calculating
the probability for a condition, researchers used Python programs
to analyze their data.
In the study, researchers divided the words from posts into
topics.
Through these topics, the most
common words were found and
linked to different diseases. Key
words like “drink” or “bottle”
were tied to alcohol abuse and the
words “God” and “pray” were used
around 15 times more by people
with diabetes.
Signs of hostility often pointed
to drug abuse and posts about so-

matization — physical symptoms
due to mental stress — were linked
to depression.
The researchers also used patient’s electronic medical records,
EMRs , which are digital medical
records that track data over an extensive period of time.
The study brings up several big
questions for social media users,
should their data be analyzed for
a possible health concern? Is it secure enough to allow researchers
access to your data?
Interestingly enough, the social
media data of a user is now being
called a “social mediome,” comparable to the human genome with
genes.
This “mediome” is what AI
could use to identify possible future diseases. The researchers who
conducted the study support the
creation of an AI that users could
allot their data to, in exchange for
possible disease results.
Overall the results show that
allowing access to one’s social media can provide benefits to the everyday social media user in terms
of health and wellness.
While many studies are still trying to figure out the effect of social
media on people’s mental health,
it would not be fair to cast aside
the benefits it can provide.
One study by the University of
Pittsburgh centered on depression
and anxiety that occurred with the
use of social media.
Through a national survey,
1,787 participants between the
ages of 19 and 32, were given questionnaires and the study found

JOEL C. BAUTISTA | THE TICKER
that participants that used seven
to eleven social media platforms
were three times more likely to
have anxiety or depression.
The lead director, Brian Primack, stated that while depressive
symptoms were present in social
media users, it is not clear whether
the symptoms were a direct effect
from using social media, or if social media use was the result of the
symptoms.

For instance, a user could look
for a “way out” of reality and go to
social media to escape. Primack
claims that there are far too few
studies on the matter which makes
it harder to analyze the role of social media on one’s mental health.
There are 3.5 billion active social media users, according to an
article by Our World in Data while
the current world population is 7.8
billion people. That makes almost

half of the world an active social
media user.
The research being conducted
on social media is becoming more
valuable, and as time progresses
the number of users on social media also grow.
College students who use social media should be aware of the
possible effects of social media
use and the likelihood of future
disease predicting AI.

Amazon is transforming the future of football with new technology
BY ANDREW MARZULLO

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Seattle Seahawks quarterback
Russell Wilson has always been
known as one of the most mobile,
accurate and strongest quarterbacks in the NFL who could pull a
rabbit out of his hat on any given
play.
Despite standing at just 5’10”
— which is considered short for an
NFL quarterback —Wilson, who is
currently a leading MVP candidate
in his now eighth NFL season, has
shown how he could defy the impossible and make the improbable
look easy. On one play against the
Los Angeles Rams on Oct. 3, he did
just that.
Wilson, clad in an entirely neon
green alternate uniform, stood tall
in the pocket before rolling out to
his left.
While running 13.62 mph, Wilson turned his body and heaved the
ball 39.2 yards in the air to the back
of the end zone. A tightly covered
Tyler Lockett caught the ball while
it was over the end-zone chalk, set
his toes in the corner and somehow
came down with one of the most
impressive touchdown catches in
recent memory.
The play was lauded by fans and
media alike as an incredible touchdown, however, the improbability
of the play is what makes it so much
more amazing.
In fact, the play was the most
improbable completion of the last
two seasons, as the throw has a
6.3% chance of being caught. The
amazing play was put into perspective when all the stats such as completion probability, yards covered,
yards of separation and play speed
were considered.
However, these stats were unheard of until recently, when the
NFL unveiled its Next-Gen Stats
program.

MARCO VERCH | FLICKR
Since the 2017 NFL season,
Next-Gen Stats, which is powered
by Amazon Web Services, provides
a look into the game that fans of
football past would never think
about.
To calculate this data, radio frequency identification devices — or
RFIDs —attached to the players
shoulder pads and the ball capture
data from points across the stadium to “track the players and ball
movement down to the inch.”
This data is eventually combined with traditional data such as

box score and play-by-play data to
“capture 100’s of metrics never captured before.”
From there, the data is run
through learning models and artificial intelligence built on Amazon
SageMaker and sent to the broadcasters, scouts and coaches in real-time to provide that incredible
in depth look into a 100-year-old
sport.
“Machine learning is unlocking
potential for us to do more than we
otherwise could, in a timely manner with a high degree of confi-

dence,” Vice President of Emerging
Products and Technology for the
NFL Matt Swenson said.
“We had a lot of stats and wanted to find the best way to leverage
them. We’re taking in so much
data now with the tracking system
that we’re able to use machine
learning to understand what elements are relevant and what are
not.”
This data not only assists broadcasters in breaking down plays
for fans to understand, but gives
coaches, players and scouts more

metrics to evaluate their performances.
It is through this data that
coaches can better understand tendencies and weaknesses of their
opponents, patterns in play and
advantages their teams may have
over the opponents.
The baseball world was revolutionized with “Moneyball” and
analytics by Billy Beane and Paul
DePodesta. The football world continues to evolve through Next-Gen
Stats, and may look like a completely different game.
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Matcha extract can
help to reduce anxiety
BY AMANDA SALAZAR

NEWS EDITOR

A study done at Kumamoto
University in Japan found that
matcha powder and extract had a
calming effect on mice, according
to an article from Science Daily .
To conduct the experiment, the
researchers placed mice in an elevated plus maze.
The experiement is a maze
shaped like a plus sign where mice
are placed to test their anxiety. After doing so, the mice were given
portions of matcha powder or
matcha extract, which was found
to reduce their anxiety and relax
them.
“When the anxiolytic activity
of different Matcha extracts were
evaluated, a stronger effect was
found with the extract derived using 80% ethanol in comparison to
the extract derived from only hot
water,” according to the article in
Science Daily.
“In other words, a poorly water-soluble Matcha component
has stronger anxiolytic effects than
a component that is easily soluble
in water.”
The article continued: “A behavioral pharmacological analysis
further revealed that Matcha and
Matcha extracts reduce anxiety by
activating dopamine D1 and serotonin 5-HT1A receptors.”
What makes this study important, however, is the potential it
has to help humans with their
anxiety management.
While more research has to be
conducted, it is possible that there
can be a way to use matcha to help
improve people’s mental health.
Matcha, which is found in
green tea, contains L-theanine,
which increases serotonin and

dopamine levels. This reduces
stress and “boosts cognitive performance,” according to an article
from MariMatcha.com.
For people who have to deal
with mild anxiety or stress from
school and work, drinking green
tea or matcha lattes may help to
counteract the effects of stress.
Other coping methods include exercise, meditation, yoga.
Chamomile tea can also help
with anxiety because of the high
amounts of antioxidants it has, as
stated in an article from Healthline. In fact, some studies have
shown that chamomile extract
decreases anxious feelings when
consumed regularly.
“They’ve found that those diagnosed with generalized anxiety
disorder (GAD) experienced a
significantly greater reduction in
symptoms after consuming chamomile extract, compared to those
who did not,” the article says.
It is still unclear the exact effect
drinking chamomile tea has on
anxiety, but the extract has been
proven useful.
Other foods that have been
found to help aid the treatment of
anxiety are turmeric, salmon and
dark chocolate. Berries are also
great foods to reduce anxiety, particularly raspberries, blueberries
and blackberries.
There is a strong likelihood
that matcha extract can be added
to this list in the near future. It’s
unlikely that matcha will be a onestop cure for anxiety and stress,
however. A healthy diet combined
with exercise is the best cure.
However, if it can bring some
calm to a student’s or worker’s
busy day, it might be worth spending a few bucks for at the coffee
shop.
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Clippers' hot start establishes them as the NBA's premier team
BY KYLE MCKEE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
The NBA season is off and running and the biggest story so far
has been the Los Angeles Clippers.
There has been a lot of interest going into the new season because of
all the player movement in the offseason.
In fact, over 40% of NBA players
were free agents last summer. As
a result, for the first time in a long
time, there is no prohibitive favorite to hold up the Larry O’Brien
trophy in June. For the first time
in half a decade, the Golden State
Warriors are not a lock to win the
championship.
With all that said, the Clippers
have stormed out of the gate. They
made a big statement on opening
night in the first installment of “The
Battle of Los Angeles” against the
Los Angeles Lakers. In a game that
featured LeBron James and Anthony Davis, Kawhi Leonard was,
by far, the best player on the floor.
Leonard would get to his spot on
one or two dribbles, rise up and
hit a jumper right in the defender’s
face, no matter who was guarding
him.
Whether it was LeBron, Danny
Green, Kentavious Caldwell-Pope
or even Davis at times, Leonard
would make it look easy. Watching
the game, it felt as though Leonard
was simply placing the ball through
the hoop. Every time he took a
shot, the ball would go in no matter
what. That’s how effortlessly Leonard made the game look against a
Lakers team that is quite formidable as well.
Leonard’s opening night performance against the Lakers was
reminiscent of prime Michael Jor-

dan in the mid 1990s. No matter
how solid the Lakers defense was
against him, Leonard was just flatout better.
Like Jordan, Leonard doesn’t
make the flashy plays that are featured in Sportscenter’s top 10 plays
of the night. Neither of them possessed incredible ball-handling
skills that get the reactions from
the crowd. Occasionally Leonard,
like Jordan, will have a big-time
poster dunk that will be trending
all throughout the day. However,
Leonard, just like Jordan, is a master of the fundamentals.
During the stretch of a game,
he knows exactly when to pick his
spots and either to step up and take
charge of the offense, or to get his
teammates going. He never looks
nervous or gets super amped. He
is always cool and collective, with
the same look on his face. Leonard
almost never berates the referees
either, like many other players in
the NBA do. Last season, Leonard
proved that he is in the discussion
for the best player in the world.
This season, he is going to show
that he is the best player in the
world. If all goes right and the Clippers win the NBA championship in
mid-June, Leonard will assert himself into that conversation.
However, The Clippers have
much more than just Leonard.
They have a whole bunch of players that make up an elite supporting cast. They have the best bench
in the entire NBA, headlined by
three-time Sixth Man of the Year,
Lou Williams. Williams is a walking
bucket, and alongside him is big
man, Montrezl Harrell. Williams
and Harrell have created one of the
best pick-and-roll duos in the NBA.
In addition to those two studs,
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Kawhi Leonard has established himself as the heart and soul of the LA Clippers, but the team is talented from top to bottom.
Maurice Harkless, acquired in a
trade from the Portland Trail Blazers, and JaMychal Green, are two
quality veterans that are vitally important to any contending team.
Both are exceptional defenders and
are capable scores and playmakers.
In the Clippers starting lineup, they
have Patrick Beverley, who is one of
the best defenders in the league.
Beverley is a guy that is an absolute blessing to have on a team,
but the worst thing ever is going up
against him, as he doesn’t make it
easy for his opponents to get past
him. Along with Beverley in the
starting lineup is the aforementioned Leonard, as well as Landry
Shamet and Ivica Zubac, two quality young players. It has yet to be
seen whether or not a team can rely
on Shamet and Zubac in big-time,

pressure situations, but both have
been solid rotation players through
their young careers. Not to mention, the Clippers have one of the
best head coaches in the NBA in
Doc Rivers.
The last spot in the starting lineup will go to Paul George, once he
is fully healthy. George had surgery
on both of his shoulders in the offseason, and is expected to be back
on the floor in about three weeks,
according to Chris Haynes of Yahoo
Sports. For night now, Patrick Patterson is in the starting lineup who,
like Harkless and Green, is a quality
veteran player.
If George comes back fully
healthy, the Clippers could go
down as one of the best defensive
teams in league history. In crunchtime, the Clippers could throw out

Beverley, George, Kawhi, Harkless
and Harrell. The combination of
Beverley, George and Leonard represents some of the best defenders
in the NBA, in addition to Harkless
and Harrell, who are great defenders themselves.
The Clippers will also have two
of the top 10 players in the league
with George and Leonard. Come
playoff time, the most important
things for a team to have are a goto scorer in crunch-time and a capable wing defender. The Clippers
have two of them in the primes of
their career.
Though the Clippers are never
going to become more popular
than the Lakers in Los Angeles,
something special is happening in
LA, and it is not the team wearing
purple and gold.

Jorge Masvidal-Nate Diaz bout set to headline stacked UFC 244 card
BY PAT SIKORA

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
UFC 244 was skating on thin ice
during the second half of October,
when professional MMA fighter
Nate Diaz told the world he was
dropping out of his Nov. 2 main
fighting event against Jorge “Gamebred” Masvidal at Madison Square
Garden.
After being told that one of his
pre-fight drug tests had some issues, Diaz, one of the cleanest
fighters in the fighting game, was
not making an idle threat when he
said he wouldn’t fight on the card
until the UFC and U.S. Anti-Doping
Agency cleared his name.
“You’re all on steroids, not me,”
said Diaz when breaking the news
of the questionable drug test. Now
that the UFC, backed up by USADA
and the state athletic commission,
has come forward to exonerate
Diaz of any wrongdoing and stated
that he was a victim of a contaminated supplement fight, fans can
rest easy.
Masvidal will be headlining
his first pay-per-view event. The
34-year-old veteran is 1-1 in his
previous main event fights, but has
sprung into a late-career renaissance of sorts after coming off a record-breaking five-second knockout against the reputable wrestler
Ben Askren. Prior to that, Masvidal
knocked out UFC’s up-and-coming
Darren Till.
The flying knee heard around
the world catapulted Masvidal into
the limelight, earning him a callout from Diaz. Masvidal has finally
put the savvy striking skills and
wrestling that hardcore fans have
been raving about into his recent
run since moving up to the welter-

weight class.
Meanwhile, Diaz, who is also
34 years old, will be competing in
his eighth welterweight fight. Diaz
is 4-3 since coming to the division,
but brings 15 fight-night bonuses
with him. The jiu-jitsu black-belt
holder is coming off an impressive
decision against former lightweight
champion Anthony Pettis, but had
a layoff of almost three years since
his last callout of the infamous
Conor McGregor.
Despite being a jiu-jitsu expert,
Diaz is known for his stand-up
game and prides himself on his
ability to take one punch in order
to dish out two in exchange and
that’s what makes this matchup
more than worthy of headlining the
Garden.
The title of the “baddest” in the
game is on the line now after both
fighters agreed respectfully that
they’re the last “gangsters” left in
UFC. Both athletes were not just
bred from pure athleticism, but
also hardened by the streets. That is
exactly what makes them so exciting to watch.
Masvidal came up in Kimbo
Slice’s Miami street fighting circuit
during the dawn of the YouTube
era, while Diaz was headlining
parks since his first year of high
school in Stockton, California.
An old-school, hardcore brawl is
expected from the fighters and it
seems almost impossible that they
won’t deliver, considering their résumé.
“Fans should expect violence,”
said Masvidal in a recent interview.
Both him and Diaz know that fans
tune in for wars and both have
promised to deliver with their different styles.
While both Diaz and Masvidal
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Nate Diaz is no stranger to headlining fights, and will look for another major win when he faces Jorge Masvidal in New York.
have the ability to go the maximum
five rounds, it seems rather unlikely
that they’ll have to. Diaz comes in
as the betting underdog at +145 but
that doesn’t mean he’s not a live
dog.
The MMA champion typically
comes in as an underdog due to
his slow-to-start style that relies so
much on his endurance and ability
to take punches in order to deliver
his own.
This is a dangerous game to
play with Masvidal, as his last four
victories have come via knockout. Though Diaz has only been
knocked out once in his professional career, a fight is still a fight and
therefore the possibility of a KO is
always on the table.
Masvidal seems to have the
slight edge over Diaz as during

those initial rounds as Masvidal
can dig a big enough hole before
Diaz gets cruising so that it’ll be too
little, too late for Diaz to pull out the
victory in later rounds.
What Diaz does have working
for him, though, is his incredible
cardio that’s been on display his
entire UFC career.
Despite the odds, it appears
that this critical aspect of Diaz’s
style is what will bring him the victory. Diaz will have to weather the
storm in order to pull the victory
off, but he has displayed this ability
before, notably in his victory over
McGregor. After suffering a barrage
of punches and getting knocked
down multiple times, Diaz was able
outgas McGregor and pulled off a
submission in the final round of the
fight.

While Masvidal has more respect for Diaz than McGregor ever
displayed, it would be hard to say
that his cardio is better than Diaz’s.
Diaz has demonstrated on more
than one occasion that he has a
solid chin and has enough respect
for Masvidal’s game that he most
likely be able to deny him the opportunity to give him the knockout.
The fighters can only brawl for
so long before one of their gas tanks
gives out.
Diaz has the more credible ground game and in the final rounds of the fight, where the
match will most likely end up, his
cardio and black belt should give
him enough of an edge to grind out
the victory from Masvidal and put
him right back into title contention
after a long layoff.
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Baruch Weekly

DOUBLE TAKE

SUDOKU SOLUTION:

ISSUE #8

ADVICE FOR STUDENTS BY STUDENTS
DEAR DOUBLE TAKE:
My boyfriend is too clingy and I want some space but I know he means well
and is really caring. What should I do?

T

he base of the strongest relationships is communication. You know
how you feel but does he? If not, you need to communicate. Space
can be a very scary and vague thing to be asked for in a relationship. Define what kind of space you want from him whether that be a
breakup, more time for yourself or talk about the situations in which the
clinginess presents itself most. Once you have defined the problem for
yourself, work to share your feelings with him in the nicest way possible.
The request has to be delivered in a non-hostile conversation so it can be
best received. If he truly does mean well and cares about your feelings
above all else he will understand and work on being less clingy for you.
An honest conversation is often the best way to fix issues in a relationship.

RDONEY N'GUESSAN

C

ommunication is the best thing for a relationship and you should
be comfortable in voicing how you feel. When your partner means
well they’ll always respect you and prioritize your feelings. It’s natural to want your own space and sometimes it’s best for a relationship to
mindfully create some. If you’re in each other’s space too much the relationship can feel forced and that isn’t healthy. As long as you recognize
that he means well and you appreciate him, he’ll know you have nothing
against him. Tell him how you feel and that you really do enjoy being in his
company but remind him that, if you want the relationship to last, it’s best
to give each other space to grow both individually and as a couple.

JULIO HERNANDEZ
Submit a question to the Double Take team via Google Form on The Ticker's Facebook page, or email doubletake@
theticker.org.
Disclaimer: It is up to The Ticker's discretion whether or not to publish certain questions. Additionally, the use of this
column is strictly informational. The Ticker is not trying to replace any legal, medical or professional consultation, and
we do not claim to be doing so. If you are having serious concerns at school or in life, we recommend you reach out to
the Baruch Counseling Center at 646-312-2155.
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Career Spotlight
Save the Date

Internship Update

Create Your Own Major: Arts & Sciences Ad Hoc
Tuesday, Nov. 5, 12:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m., NVC
8-150
This workshop is designed for students who are
interested in combining courses from several
departments into a unique and coherent major.

New York Post

Writing a Winning Resume
Thursday, Nov. 7, 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Attend this workshop and learn how to develop and
design a professional, marketable resume that will
be well received.

SCDC Tip of the Week
Check out the SCDC Tip of the Week from the
Starr Career Development Center
“In a standard elevator pitch make sure to do the following:
introduce yourself and who you are, your major, how
long you’ve been studying under the major, why you’re
interested in going into the particular field, what attracted
you to the company you’re speaking with, and what are
your overall goals are. Try to relate to the recruiter, as well,
this will help them remember you!”
– Michael Kalish, Associate Director

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

Decider Spring Intern
Decider.com, a New York Post Digital Network property, is seeking an editorial intern to join our
team this spring.
This is an opportunity to get hands-on editorial, social and product experience on a rapidly growing
digital property.
This is a paid internship, and one that is also eligible for credit. Work schedule is flexible based
upon the candidate and Decider team's needs.
Responsibilities Include conducting research for content that the Decider staff is working on (articles, lists, video), gathering and editing digital assets (still images, screencaps, GIFs, videos) for
publication, participating in content planning meetings by pitching new ideas for blog posts, galleries,
videos, and stand-alone social media executions, executing ideas that have been approved for publication on Decider.com and their respective social channels (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat)
and assisting Decider's Social Media Editor in developing and optimizing site's social media strategy
among others.
Starr Search ID: 129960

EisnerAmper LLP
2020 Winter/Spring Tax Intern
EisnerAmper LLP is one of the largest accounting and advisory firms in the U.S. We provide audit, accounting, and tax services, as well as corporate finance, internal audit and risk management, litigation
consulting and forensic accounting, and other professional services to a broad range of clients.
We work with businesses ranging from start-ups to Fortune 500 in size, including more than 150 public companies. We are currently looking for winter internship professionals in Tax to join our Winter/
Spring 2020 team in either our Corporate Tax, Personal Wealth Advisers (PWA), or Financial Services
Tax departments. The internship will run from January through April (minimum of 20 hours), with flexible scheduling.
Responsibilities include working along with the tax team to learn the preparation procedures of federal and state income tax returns for our corporate and individual clients and assisting in tax planning
and provision completion/review.
Preferred qualifications and experience include being a Junior or Senior applying for a 5 year Master’s degree program and expected graduation of December 2020-September 2021 with 0-2 years recent
public accounting experience. Strong MS Excel and MS Word are required and strong time management and organizational skills, a great attitude and strong work ethic are an added bonus.
Starr Search ID: 130042

